Town of Dighton
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Warrant

November 1, 2022

BRISTOL, SS.

To either of the Constables of the Town of Dighton in the County of Bristol,

GREETINGS:

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of
the Town of Dighton qualified to vote in elections and Town Affairs to meet at Dighton Middle School on
Tuesday, November 1, 2022 at 7:00 P.M.; then and there to act on the following articles:

ARTICLE 1. To hear reports of the Town Officials and act thereon.

ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds the amount of $4,257.19 to pay prior year bills, or take any other action relative thereto.

PRIOR YEAR BILLS DEPARTMENT AMOUNT
NAPA Auto Parts Police Department $28.71
McKesson Police Department $2,352.77
TCI Press Town Reports $1,875.71

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds a sum not to exceed
$597,925.00 to make the payment on the bond of the Police Station and to reduce the tax
rate, or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds a sum of money to fund Fiscal Year 2021, Fiscal Year 2022 and Fiscal Year 2023
personnel expenses for employees covered under the recently settled Dighton Dispatchers
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collective bargaining agreement, or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds the amount of $150,000.00 to be expended by the Fire Chief to fund a Fire
Station feasibility study, or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and//or transfer from available
funds the amount of $75,500.00 to be expended by the Police Chief for the purchase
of one fully equipped police vehicle including computer, firearm (Patrol Rifle),
radio, antenna and any related accessories, or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds the amount of $30,000.00 to be expended by the Parks and Recreation
Commission to install a new asphalt parking lot and all associated construction

relative to the Tennis/Basketball court facility located at 1551 Somerset Avenue, or take
any other action relative thereto,

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds
the amount of $15,000.00 to be expended by the Highway Superintendent to provide

design and engineering services and related drainage upgrades on certain portions of Hart Street,
or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds the amount of $105,000.00 to be expended by the Highway Superintendent to

purchase one light duty dump truck with snow plow and any related equipment, or take
any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds the sum of $75,000.00 to be expended by the Town Administrator to install
a railing system on the existing walkway at Town Hall and to construct a stairway from
the parking area to the walkway, or take any other action relative thereto.



Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds the sum of $13,000.00 to be expended by the Town Administrator and/or
Board of Health for a Point-of-Sale system for the Transfer Station and related
functions, or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds a sum of money not to exceed $267,000.00 to be expended by the Highway.
Superintendent for services related to Final Design and Permitting for the Pleasant
Street Muddy Cove Bridge Project, or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to approve a transfer from the Municipal Waterway’s
account #240-3-295-0000-20-5961 to the Harbormaster’s account #010-0-295-0000-
70-5240 Equipment Repairs and Maintenance in the amount of $5,000.00 to be
expended by the Harbormaster for required maintenance of the town patrol boat, or
take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from
available funds the sum of $90,000.00 to the “Other Post-Employment Benefits
Liability Trust Fund” established to cover the unfunded actuarial liability for
retirees’ health care and life insurance benefits, or take any other action relative
thereto.
Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to rescind the vote for Article 11 of the November 1,
2021 Special Town Meeting to transfer from Free Cash a sum not to exceed
$40,000.00 to be expended by the Dighton Trails Committee to fund a feasibility
study to provide viable options and initial concepts to connect the future 2-mile
DCR Sweet’s Knoll Trail to the north and south with on-road and off-road trail
options to connect the Town of Dighton to the Taunton River Trails network north
across the Three Mile River to Taunton and south along the waterfront to Somerset,
or take any other action relative thereto.

Board of Selectmen Recommends
ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds a sum not to exceed

$650,000.00 to the Capital Stabilization Account, or take any other action relative
thereto.



Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds a sum not to exceed

ARTICLE 18.

ARTICLE 19.

ARTICLE 20.

$425,000.00 to the Stabilization Account, or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee Recommends
Board of Selectmen Recommends

To see if the town will vote to amend the Town of Dighton General Bylaws by
adding a new Article to be inserted after Article XXXVIII as follows:

“Article XXXX. ELECTED AND APPOINTED BOARD AND COMMITTEE
STIPENDS

The Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee shall annually propose and recommend
salaries/stipends for applicable elected and appointed board and committee members and,
based on the town’s fiscal position, review such salaries for periodic wage adjustments no
shorter than once every three years. Said salaries and stipends for such elected and
appointed board and committee members who have served as a member of the same
applicable board or committee for longer than three (3) years may receive an additional
salary/stipend rate representing an additional ten (10) percent of the base salary/stipend.
Only elected and appointed board and committee members who have demonstrated
compliance with all local town and state requirements shall be eligible to receive said
salary/stipend.”

or take any other action relative thereto.
Board af Selectmen Recommends

To see if the Town will vote, consistent with Section VII and Section VIII

of the existing Bristol-Plymouth Regional Vocational Technical School District
Agreement among the Towns of Berkley, Bridgewater, Dighton, Middleborough,
Raynham and Rehoboth, to approve the amendment and re-statement of the Bristol-
Plymouth Regional Vocational Technical School District Agreement, to include the
Town of Freetown as a member town as initiated and approved by a vote of the
Regional School Committee and submitted to the Board of Selectmen of each
member town, or take any other action relative thereto.

Board of Selectmen Recommends .

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Dighton General Bylaws by
adding a new Article as follows:

General Bylaw Guidance:

To allow the Town Clerk to modify titles, captions and alphanumeric identifiers in
the Town of Dighton’s General Bylaws that are not part of the bylaw, but
administrative prerogatives of the Town Clerk and may be amended by only the
Town Clerk. Also, whole sections of the bylaw may be repositioned by the Town



Clerk provided that no substantive changes result,
or take any other action relative thereto.
Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to adopt Massachusetts Department of Revenue
optional cost of living adjustments for surviving spouses and blind persons
under clauses 17, 17C, 17¢ %4, 17D, 37 and 37A of M.G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, or take
any other action relative thereto.

Board of Selectmen Recommends

ARTICLE 22, To see if the Town will vote to delete in its entirety Section 4600. Ground-
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Installations and replace with a new Section 4600.
Solar Electric Generating Facilities and to see if the Town will vote to amend
Zoning Bylaws by modifying and adding the following terms and definitions in
proper alphabetical order to SECTION VI. DEFINITIONS, or take any action
thereon.

4600. SOLAR ELECTRIC GENERATING FACILITIES

4610.  Purpose.
The purpose of this Section is:

A. to provide standards for the placement, design, construction, operation, monitoring,
modification and removal of Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric
Installations (see Section VI. Definitions);

B. to minimize the adverse impacts of Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar
Electric Installations on adjacent properties and residential neighborhoods;

C. to minimize impacts on scenic, natural and historic resources; and

D. to provide adequate financial assurance for complete construction of approved plans and for
the eventual decommissioning of such installations.

The provisions set forth in this Section shall take precedence over all other provisions of this Bylaw
when considering applications related to the construction, operation, and/or repair of Large-Scale
and Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installations.

4620. _Applicability.

The provisions set forth in this Section shall apply to the construction, operation, repair and/or
removal of any Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installations
proposed after the effective date of this Section. Such installation may proceed following issuance
of a Site Plan Review Approval by the Planning Board in accordance with Section 5400 hereof and
the requirements of this Section 4600 as of right as set forth in the Table of Use Regulations without
the need for a special permit, variance, zoning amendment, waiver, or other discretionary approval,
except that where there is proposed a Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground Mounted Solar Electric
Installation in a Residential District then said installation shall also be subject to the Special Permit
process as set forth in 5300 hereof. Any modification of any existing Large-Scale and Small-Scale
Ground Mounted Solar Electric Installation that materially alters the type, configuration, or size of
such facility or related equipment shall also be subject to this Section.




Except as defined hereunder and any system which is mounted on a building and to which the
bylaw does not apply, no other solar electric installation shall be permitted in any district.

4621. Accessory Roof-Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Installations.

Nothing in this Section 4600 shall be construed to prevent the installation, pursuant to
M.G.L. c. 40A, s. 3, of accessory roof-mounted solar photovoltaic installations in any
district.

4622. Exemption for Municipal Land.

Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installations shall be allowed
to be constructed upon any municipal property meeting the requirements of this bylaw
regardless of the Zoning District.

4630. General Requirements.
The following requirements are common to all Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground-Mounted
Solar Electric Installations:

4631. Minimum Lot Size:
a. A Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation system may
not be located on a parcel of less than eight (&) acres.

b. A Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation system may
not be located on a parcel of land less than the minimum lot size required under
this bylaw for the district in which it is located. Notwithstanding the foregoing
any Small-Scale Ground Mounted System which exceed a name-plate capacity of
50 kW Direct Current (DC) shall not be located on a parcel of land which is less
than two (2) acres.

4632. Compliance with Laws, Ordinances and Regulations. The construction and
operation of all such proposed Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground Mounted Solar
Electric Installations shall be consistent with all applicable local, state and federal
requirements, including but not limited to, all applicable safety, construction, and
environmental, electrical, communications. All buildings and fixtures forming part of a
solar electric installation shall be constructed in accordance with the Massachusetts State
Building Code.

4633. Site Plan Review, Building Permit. No Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground-
Mounted Solar Electric Installation shall be erected, constructed, installed or modified as
provided in this Section without first obtaining approval from the Planning Board for Site
Plan Approval pursuant to Section 5400 and Section 4600 of this Bylaw and without first
obtaining a building permit, and all other applicable permits required by law, and paying
any required fees. Any Site Plan Review Application must include documentation showing
review and approval from the Fire Chief and Police Chief. In the event Site Plan Review
is not completed by the Planning Board one year from the date of a completed application
as determined by the Planning Board, the application shall be deemed approved. In addition
to the above, any Large-Scale and Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation
proposed in the Residential District must also receive a Special Permit in accordance with
Section 5300 of this bylaw.

4634. Fees. The application for a building permit for a Large-Scale Ground-Mounted
Solar Electric Installation must be accompanied by the fee required in accordance with the
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Planning Board Fee Schedule.

4635. Special Permit Granting Authority. The Planning Board shall be the Special
Permit Granting Authority hereunder.

4640. _Submittal to the Planning Board.
An application for Site Plan Review for a Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installations

shall include the following information. All plans and maps shall be prepared, stamped and signed
by a professional engineer licensed to practice in Massachusetts.

a.

= p

—

Blueprints or drawings of the solar photovoltaic installation signed by a Professional
Engineer licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts showing the
proposed layout of the system and any potential shading from nearby structures

A copy of an Interconnection Application filed with the utility including a one- or
three-line electrical diagram detailing the solar electric installation, associated
components, and electrical interconnection methods, with all National Electrical Code
compliant disconnects and overcurrent devices;

Documentation of the major system components to be used, including the electric
generating components, transmission systems, mounting system, inverter, etc.;

Name, address, and contact information for proposed system installer;

Name, address, phone number and signature of the project proponent, as well as, all
co-proponents or property owners, if any;

The name, contact information and signature of any agents representing the project
proponent;

Documentation of actual or prospective access and control of the project site;

An operation and maintenance plan (see Section 4642);

Proof of liability insurance;

Evidence that the utility company that operates the electrical grid where the installation
is to be located has been informed of the applicant’s intent to install an interconnected
customer-owned generator. Off-grid systems shall be exempt from this requirement;
Locations of wetlands and Priority Habitat Areas defined by the Natural Heritage &
Endangered Species Program (NHESP);

Locations of Floodplains or inundation areas for moderate or high hazard dams;

. A list of any hazardous materials proposed to be located on the site in excess of

household quantities and a plan to prevent their release to the environment, as
appropriate;

A detailed impact study for the Utility Interconnection including information on the
location and type of any poles, transformers or other electrical components required by
the utility to support the proposed solar facility including electrical equipment
upgrades outside the facility to allow the site to connect to the grid including any
necessary tree trimming. The list of abutters shall include abutters within a 300’ radius
of these changes;

Documentation by an acoustical engineer of the noise levels projected to be generated
by the installation;

Description of financial surety that satisfies Section 4690.

4641. Site Control. The applicant shall submit documentation of actual or prospective
access and control of the project site sufficient to allow for construction and operation of
the proposed solar electric installation. Control shall include the legal authority to prevent
the use or construction of any structure for human habitation within the setback areas.
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4650.

4642. Operation and Maintenance Plan. The applicant shall submit to the Planning Board
a plan for maintenance of access roads and storm water controls, as well as, general
procedures for operational maintenance of the installation.

Design Standards.

The following standards shall apply to any Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric
Installation.

4651. Lighting. Lighting of Large-Scale Ground Mounted Solar Electric Installation,
including energy storage systems, shall be Dark Sky compliant and consistent with local,
state and federal law. Lighting of other parts of the installation, such as accessory
structures, shall be limited to that required for safety and operational purposes, and shall
not cast measurable light onto adjacent properties or into the night sky. Lighting of the
solar electric installation shall be directed downward and shall incorporate full cut-off
fixtures to reduce light pollution.

4652, Signage. Signs on such installations shall comply with the Town’s sign by-law.
The following signs shall be required:

a. Those necessary to identify the owner, provide a 24-hour emergency contact phone
number, and warn of any danger.

b. Educational signs providing information about the facility and the benefits of
renewable energy.

c. Installations shall not be used for displaying any advertising except for reasonable
identification of the manufacturer or operator of the facility.

4653, Utility Connections, The Planning Board may require as a condition of site plan
approval that all utility connections from the solar photovoltaic installation shall be
underground, after considering soil conditions, shape, and topography of the site and any
requirements of the utility provider. Electrical transformers for utility interconnections
may be above ground if required by the utility provider.

4654. Roads. Access roads shall be constructed to minimize grading, removal of stone
walls or trees and minimize impacts to environmental or historic resources.

4655. Control of Vegetation. Herbicides may not be used to control vegetation at the
solar electric installation. Mowing, grazing or using geotextile materials underneath the
solar array are possible alternatives. Removal of existing trees on the site should be
minimized to the maximum extent feasible; the Planning Board, pursuant to the Special
Permit and/or Site Plan Review process, may require that replacement trees be planted
outside the Facility unless the owner is subject to the fee requirement in Section 4680.

4656. Hazardous Materials. Hazardous materials stored, used or generated on site
shall not exceed the amount for a Very Small Quantity Generator of Hazardous Waste as
defined by the MassDEP pursuant to MassDEP regulations 310 CMR 30.000 and shall
meet all requirements of the MassDEP including storage of hazardous materials in a
building with an impervious floor that is not adjacent to any floor drains to prevent
discharge to the outdoor environment. If hazardous materials are utilized within the solar
electric equipment, then impervious containment areas capable of controlling any release
to the environment and to prevent potential contamination of groundwater are required.
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In order to protect water supplies and preserve public safety associated Energy Storage
Systems should not be located in the Zone 1 of any public water supply and should be
located above the 100-year flood plain. The Energy Storage Systems must be located
within a structure with the following features: an acid resistant membrane floor for
potential leaks of hazardous materials; a temperature and humidity-maintained
environment; a smoke/fire detection system, UL approved monitoring system, fire alarm
fire suppression system, a thermal runaway system, and a local disconnect point or
emergency shutdown feature.

The building and systems must be approved by the Dighton Fire Chief and must be
designed and installed in accordance with all applicable State codes and safety
requirements, as well as, safety measures recommended by the National Fire Protection
Association. The applicant will provide specialized emergency response funding for
training of Dighton Fire Department staff prior to grid inter-connection. Periodic
inspections to ensure the integrity of the batteries, other equipment, and the containment
systems, may be required as a condition of the Special Permit and the Site Plan Review.

4657. Noise. Noise generated by Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric
Installations and associated equipment and machinery shall conform to applicable state and
local noise regulations, including the MassDEP’s Division of Air Quality noise regulations,
310 CMR 7.10. A source of sound will be considered in violation if the source:

a. increases the broadband sound level by more than 10 db(A) above ambient; or
produces a “pure tone” condition, when an octave band center frequency sound
pressure level exceeds the two (2) adjacent center frequency sound pressure levels by
three (3) decibels or more.

Said criteria are measured both at the property line and at the nearest inhabited residence.
“Ambient” is defined as the background A-weighted sound level that is exceeded 90% of
the time measured during equipment hours, unless established by other means with the
consent of the MassDEP.

4658. Accessory Structures. All accessory structures to Large-Scale Ground Mounted
Solar Electric Installations shall be subject to reasonable regulations concerning the bulk
and height of structures, lot area, setbacks, open space, parking and building coverage
requirements. All building setbacks shall be in conformance with Appendix B. All such
accessory structures, including but not limited to, equipment shelters, storage facilities,
transformers, and substations, shall be architecturally compatible with each other. To the
maximum extent feasible, structures which are visible or directly adjacent to residentially
zoned or occupied properties or which are adjacent to a public way shall be screened from
view by landscaping or other means and/or joined or clustered to avoid adverse visual
impacts.

4659. Dimensional and Density Requirements; Setbacks.
a. For Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installations, front, side and rear
setbacks for system components shall be as follows:

I.  Front yard. The front yard depth shall be at least 75 feet and shall be measured
from the roadway right of way center line; provided, however, that where the lot
abuts a Residential district, the front yard shall not be less than 100 feet.

II.  Side yard. Each side yard shall have a depth at least 75 feet, and at least 100 feet

9



4660,

from any dwelling on another parcel as measured from the closest point of the
array or any accessory structure to the dwelling.

[I. Rear yard. The rear yard depth shall be at least 75 feet, and at least 100 feet from
any dwelling on another parcel as measured from the closest point of the array or
any accessory structure to the dwelling.

IV. Buffers. A natural buffer shall be provided around the entire facility, including
the Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation and any accessory
structures, for the purpose of screening from view the same by a person standing
at ground level, from adjacent streets and properties. Such buffering can be
existing vegetation or landforms, or new plantings. Said buffer shall be at least 30
feet deep and shall be continuous, save only where access drives must pass
through the buffer. Said buffer shall conform with setback requirements in
Appendix B. Such vegetation shall be of a type that will grow to at least 10 feet
within five years of the completion of construction of the Large-Scale Ground-
Mounted Solar Electric Installation. When vegetation is planted, at least 75% of
such planted vegetation shall be evergreen species. Landscape plans, showing
existing and proposed vegetation shall be provided as part of the Site Plan, with
specifications as to type and size noted so that it can be clearly understood what
will be planted.

b. For Small-Scale Ground Mounted Solar Electric Installations, front, side and rear

setbacks for system components shall be in accordance with the setbacks required for
accessory structures within the district in which it is located, but in all events shall be
at least 100 feet from any dwelling on another parcel.

For Energy Storage Installations, in order to secure public safety concerns the
following shall be as follows:
i. Fire Department must have access to a municipal maintained public
water supply within 800 feet of the center point of the Battery Energy
Storage System modules, but at no time should be located any closer
than 100 feet from nearest Battery Energy Storage System. Adequate
water supply shall be determined by the applicable public water
supplier and the Dighton Fire Chief.
ii. No less than 200 feet from any property line
iii. No less than 100 feet from the tree line/vegetative buffer

Waivers: Notwithstanding the aforementioned setback requirements, the Planning
Board, as appropriate, shall have the authority to waive setback requirements based on
site-specific conditions, and only after review of substantial evidence, including but
not limited to, detailed engineering reports or product engineering certification, which
demonstrate that safety concerns have been minimized and that setbacks have been
complied with to a reasonable extent.

Safety and Environmental Standards

The following standards shall apply to any Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric
Installations.

4661. Emergency Services.  The Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric
Installation owner or operator shall provide a copy of the project summary, electrical
schematic, and site plan to the Fire Chief. Upon request the owner or operator shall
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cooperate with local emergency services in developing an emergency response plan. All
means of shutting down the solar photovoltaic installation shall be clearly marked. The
owner or operator shall identify a responsible person for public inquiries throughout the
life of the installation.

4662,

Unauthorized Access. Installations shall be surrounded by security fencing of at

least eight (8) feet or other suitable barrier approved by the Planning Board including
locked gates to prevent unauthorized access. Electrical equipment shall be locked where
possible. Keys for all locks on the premises must be stored in a Knox Box maintained and
approved by the Fire Department for use in the case of an emergency.

4663.

Land Clearing, Soil Erosion and Habitat Impacts. Given the nature of the need for

no shadowing and maximum exposure of the solar panels to the sun, clearing of natural
vegetation shall be limited to that which is necessary for the construction, operation and
maintenance of the installation or otherwise prescribed by applicable laws, regulations, and
bylaws. Such installations shall not occur on any slopes greater than 15% in order to
minimize erosion. All facilities must be located at least 100 feet from any wetland or
Priority Habitat Area as delineated in accordance with the Massachusetts Endangered
Species Act Regulations at 321CMR 10.00 or successor regulation.

4670. Monitoring, Maintenance and Reporting

4671.

Solar Electric Installation Conditions.  The owner or operator of the Large-Scale

Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation shall maintain the facility in good condition.
Maintenance shall include, but not be limited to, painting, structural repairs, and integrity
of security measures. Site access shall be maintained to a level acceptable to the local Fire
Chief and Emergency Management Director. The owner or operator shall be responsible
for the cost of maintaining the solar photovoltaic installation and any access road(s), unless
accepted as a public way.

4672,

Modifications. All material modifications to a solar electric installation made

after issuance of the required building permit shall require approval by the Planning Board.

4673.

Annual Reporting. The owner or operator of the installation shall submit an Annual

Report which certifies compliance with the requirements of this bylaw and their approved
site plan including control of vegetation, noise standards, and adequacy of road access.
The Annual Report shall also provide information on the maintenance completed during
the course of the year and the amount of electricity generated by the facility. The Annual
Report shall be submitted to the Board of Selectmen, Planning Board, Dighton Fire Chief,
Emergency Management Director, Building Commissioner, Board of Health, Stormwater
Committee and the Conservation Commission no later than 45 days after the end of the
calendar year.

4680. Abandonment or Decommissioning

4681.

Removal Requirements. Any Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric
Installation which has reached the end of its useful life or has been abandoned
consistent with Section 4680 of this bylaw shall be removed. The owner or
operator shall physically remove the installation within 150 days of abandonment
or the proposed date of decommissioning and if not, the town retains the right, after
the receipt of an appropriate court order, to enter and remove an abandoned,
hazardous or decommissioned Large-Scale Ground Mounted Solar Electric
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Installation. As a condition of Site Plan or Special Permit approval, an applicant
shall agree to allow entry to remove an abandoned or decommissioned installation.
The cost for the removal will be charged to the property owner in accordance with
the provisions of M.G.L. 139, Section 3A as a tax lien on the property. The owner
or operator shall notify the Planning Board by certified mail of the proposed date
of discontinued operations and plans for removal. Decommissioning shall consist
of:

(a) Physical removal of all Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation,
structures, equipment, security barriers and transmission lines from the site,
including any materials used to limit vegetation.

(b) Disposal of all solid and hazardous waste in accordance with local, state, and
federal waste disposal regulations.

(c) Stabilization or re-vegetation of the site as necessary to minimize erosion. The
Planning Board may allow the owner or operator to leave landscaping or
designated below-grade foundations in order to minimize erosion and disruption
to vegetation.

4682. Abandonment. Absent notice of a proposed date of decommissioning or written
notice of extenuating circumstances, the solar electric installation shall be considered
abandoned when it fails to operate for more than one year without the written consent of
the Planning Board. If the owner or operator of the Large-Scale Ground Mounted Solar
Electric Installation fails to remove the installation in accordance with the requirements of
this Section within 150 days of abandonment or the proposed date of decommissioning,
the Town may enter the property and physically remove the installation.

4683. Financial Surety. The applicant for a Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric
Installation shall provide a form of surety, either through escrow account, bond or other
form of surety approved by the Planning Board to cover the cost of removal in the event
the Town must remove the installation and remediate the landscape, in an amount and form
determined to be reasonable by the Planning Board, but in no event to exceed more than
one-hundred twenty-five percent (125%) of the cost of removal and compliance with the
additional requirements set forth herein, as determined by the applicant and the Town.
Such surety will not be required for municipally- or state-owned facilities. The applicant
shall submit a fully inclusive estimate of the costs associated with removal, prepared by a
qualified engineer at the time of application for Site Plan Review. The amount shall include
a mechanism for calculating increased removal costs due to inflation.

SECTION VI. DEFINITIONS:

Energy Storage: The capture of energy produced at one time for use at a later time. A device that
stores energy is generally called an accumulator or battery. Energy comes in multiple forms
including radiation, chemical, gravitational potential, electrical potential, electricity, elevated
temperature, latent heat and kinetic.

Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation: A solar photovoltaic system,
including ground mounted hot water collectors or other solar collector, on a parcel of at least eight
(8) acres that is structurally mounted on the ground and is not roof-mounted, and has a minimum
nameplate capacity of 250 kW Direct Current (DC).

Small-Scale Ground Mounted Solar Electric Installation: A solar photovoltaic system including
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ground mounted hot water collectors or other solar collector, on a parcel of land which meets the
minimum lot area requirements for the district in which it is located and which system has a
nameplate capacity no larger than that which is necessary to provide enough energy sufficient to
operate the structure or use located on the same parcel upon which it is located.

ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote to accept as Town roadways known as Galway Drive,
Waterford Circle and Kerry Lane as described below:

Qutside Perimeter of Galway Drive, Waterford Circle and Kerry Lane:

Beginning at a concrete bound on the westerly side of Pine Street and the easterly side of
Galway Drive, on the easterly side of the premises hereby conveyed, and thence running

SOUTH 22° 23’ 06” WEST by Pine Street, a distance of 60.00 feet to a concrete bound,
thence turning and running

NORTH 67° 37" 00” WEST, a distance of 355.00 feet to a concrete bound; thence turning
and running

NORTH 22° 23’ 00” EAST, a distance of 15.00 feet to a concrete bound; thence turning
and running

NORTH 67° 37’ 00” WEST, a distance of 213.07 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the left having a radius of 30.00 feet, a distance of 45.41 feet to a concrete
bound; thence continuing

SOUTH 25° 39° 10” WEST, a distance of 457,77 feet to a concrete bound; thence turning
and running

Along a curve to the right having a radius of 170.00 feet, a distance of 267.04 feet to a
concrete bound; thence continuing

NORTH 64° 20° 50” WEST, a distance of 150.00 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along curve to the right having a radius of 170.00 feet, a distance of 267.04 feet to a
concrete bound; thence continuing

NORTH 25° 39° 10” EAST, a distance of 736.70 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the left having a radius of 280.00 feet, a distance of 48.33 feet to a concrete
bound; thence continuing

NORTH 15° 45 50” EAST, a distance of 549.60 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the left having a radius of 30.00 feet, a distance of 41.89 feet to a concrete
bound; thence continuing
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NORTH 64° 14° 10” WEST, a distance of 188.49 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the left having a radius of 30.00 feet, a distance of 29.45 feet to a concrete
bound; thence continuing

Along a curve to the right having a radius of 60.00 feet, a distance of 306.31 feet to a
concrete bound; thence continuing

Along a curve to the left having a radius of 30.00 feet, a distance of 29.45 feet to a concrete
bound; thence continuing

SOUTH 64° 14’ 10” EAST, a distance of 471.11 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the right having a radius of 170.00 feet, a distance of 221.32 feet to a
concrete bound; thence continuing

SOUTH 10° 21° 20” WEST, a distance of 607.83 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the right having a radius of 320.00 feet, a distance of 85.44 feet to a
concrete bound; thence continuing

NORTH 25° 39” 10” EAST, a distance of 36.72 to a concrete bound; thence continuing

Along a curve to the left having a radius of 30.00 feet, a distance of 48.84 feet to a concrete
bound; thence continuing

SOUTH 67° 37° 00” EAST, a distance of 176.78 feet to a concrete bound; thence turning
and running

NORTH 22° 23” 00” EAST, a distance of 4.98 feet to a concrete bound; thence turning and
running

SOUTH 67° 37’ 00” EAST, a distance of 385.57 feet to the point of beginning.

Inside perimeter of Waterford Circle:

The inside perimeter of Waterford Circle begins at a concrete bound located on the
northwest corner of Lot 60 as shown on the Plan; and thence running

NORTH 25° 39’ 10” EAST, a distance of 736.70 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the left having a radius of 320.00 feet, a distance of 55.23 feet to a concrete
bound; thence continuing

NORTH 15° 45° 50” EAST, a distance of 508.13 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing
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Along a curve to the right having a radius of 50.00 feet, a distance of 87.27 feet to a concrete
bound; thence continuing

SOUTH 64° 14’ 10” EAST, a distance of 157.24 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the right having a radius of 130.00 feet, a distance of 169.24 feet to a
concrete bound; thence continuing

SOUTH 10° 21° 20” WEST, a distance of 607.83 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the right having a radius of 280.00 feet, a distance of 74.76 feet to a
concrete bound,; thence continuing

SOUTH 25° 39° 10” WEST, a distance of 594.66 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the right having a radius of 130.00 feet, a distance of 204.20 feet to a
concrete bound; thence continuing

NORTH 64° 20° 50” WEST, a distance of 150.00 feet to a concrete bound; thence
continuing

Along a curve to the right having a radius of 130.00 feet, a distance of 204.20 feet to the
point of beginning.

Having an area of square feet ( acres).
Board of Selectmen Recommends
ARTICLE 24. To act upon any other business that lawfully may be introduced at said meeting.
And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting attested copies thereof at each of the post offices, at
the Town Hall and at the main Fire Station, all in said Dighton, fourteen days at least
before the time of holding said meeting.
Hereof fail not and make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon to the Town Clerk at the

time and place of meeting as aforesaid.

Given under our hands this day of October in the year of our Lord the Two Thousand Twenty-two.
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Péter D. Caron - Clerk

Keénneth J. Pachded — Member
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