Dighton Historical Commission Minutes; July 12, 2022
1111 Somerset Avenue/Hybrid

1. Called to order: 6:00 PM.  Recorded and will be available on Zoom.
1. Present: Rafael Delfin, Patricia Gailes, Patricia Olsen, William Pruitt; Liaison/Selectman: Kenneth Pacheco Absent: Jonathon Lawrence, Pamela Nickerson Audience: Chris Pacheco. Unfortunately, Pam will be resigning from the commission. She will submit a letter to the BOS. Gailes thanked Pam for her work for the commission. She will be missed.
1. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Secretary’s Report
1. Motion to waive reading the minutes of June 12, 2022 so moved by Olsen; seconded by Delfin. All in favor. Gailes has made some changes in the minutes.
1. Motion to accept the minutes of June 12, 2022 as amended so moved by Olsen; seconded by Delfin. All in favor.
1. Motion to waive reading the minutes of June 29, 2022 so moved by Olsen; seconded by Delfin. All in favor.
1. Motion to accept the minutes of June 29, 2022 so moved by Olsen; seconded by Delfin. All in favor.

4. Reorganization of the Historical Commission
    Nominations for chair, vice chair, clerk and CPC representative
 
1. Motion by Olsen to reappoint Gailes as Chairman; seconded by Pruitt. All in favor, except Gailes who abstained.
1. Motion by Gailes to reappoint Delfin as Vice Chair; seconded by Olsen. All in favor, except Delfin who abstained.
1. Motion by Olsen to reappoint Pruitt as the Commission’s representative to CPC; seconded by Delfin. All in favor, except Pruitt who abstained.
1. Motion by Gailes to appoint Delfin as temporary clerk since Nickerson is resigning; seconded by Olsen. All in favor, except Delfin who abstained.

5. Budget
	FY22 Budget for the Dighton Historical Commission is $1600

6. Unfinished Business
1. Per Gailes, she and Delfin discussed the James Briggs Garden sign with Mike Mullen, town administrator. Signage for the town hall campus is under discussion for a unifying look on all parts of the area which will include the garden. The Commission can decide what the sign should tell the public. Factor is cost for signs. Pruitt will write something up regarding the Briggs House to be used for infographic. He suggested at least 15 lines.
1. Discussed and reviewed the Firecracker Festival that took place on July 9, 2022. The festival attracted less visitors compared to last year. The Commission had its own table. We gave away pens, rubber bracelets, a box of crayons with “I Love Dighton” logo, candies and application forms for a historical marker, as well as provided a flyer to anyone who would like to donate to the rehabilitation of the Segreganset School House. We displayed an antique school desk and two chairs from the school house with a coloring book by Town Historian Myrna Santos. The Molasses Cookies, which were made by Delfin to commemorate the Molasses Affair were a hit. A cookie was awarded to anyone who correctly answered a history-related question. People also showed interested in the different maps through the years and other historical references.
1. Discussed and reviewed Historical Commission Town Webpage which is under reconstruction until September. Once the Town Webpage has been completely reconstructed, we have to decide which links should stay up or taken down, we have to update the organizational chart and we have to post the Agendas and Minutes from 2020 and forward.

7. Preservation Planning
FY21 Survey and Planning Grant Status
· Discussed and reviewed Phase III meeting. Gailes met with consultant Stacy Spies (and two other people?). If we want to add information on forms (street, area, house, etc.) we can do so via MACRIS. Stacy continues to update the existing forms. 
· Community-wide Historic Properties Survey Update – Phase II
· Discussed and reviewed Request for Quotes for Survey Update – reviewed dates which may be changed.  No vote needed to proceed.

8.  New Business
· Discussed and reviewed the Boston Post Cane Presentation date – August 1. Miss Dorothy Perry is our next recipient for the Boston Post Cane award. Motion by Olsen to have the Boston Post Cane presentation on Monday, August 1, 2022 at 6 pm; seconded by Delfin. All in favor.  Gailes will notify the BOS and the Historical Society to join us.  Olsen will set up the event and the wording for BOS certificate, as well as provide refreshments.
· Discussed and reviewed Historical Sites for the DCR Dighton Rail Trail Project. We have to identify the historical sites along the trail area. Pruitt will do more research on railroad history and will consult with town historian Myrna Santos. 
· Member contact information for Massachusetts Historical Commission – we verified each member’s respective information (name, e-mail address, address, phone number)


9.  Correspondence 
· There was no correspondence

10. Public input
· Chris Pacheco, president of the Dighton Historical Society, suggested that we contact Rich Gunther on railway history. Rich was a former Historical Commission member.


11. Other
· Open Commission position – there is one opening, pending resignation from Pam Nickerson. Gailes will reach out to Jon Lawrence to see if 6 pm still works for him. 
· Next Meeting: August 9, 2022. Gailes asked if 6 PM is working for everyone. All said yes.

11. Adjournment 
· Motion to adjourn by Olsen; seconded by Delfin. All in favor.


Respectfully,
Rafa Delfin

 

   

  

